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into a gathering place for

Crisp white paint

and stainless-steel
aocants reflect natural
light fram the dining
area into and anound
Joudii dinal Kevin

Meli's kivchen




Curved
cabinetry in
the range niche
maximizes storage,
The door style sets
it apart from the
rest of the

room.
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Th'E WE[CD"‘IE mat is alwa}‘rfn OUT ar jodi and Kevin
weff's house in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. So it's no surprise when a smmall
army of friends and family tums up on the dearstep at mealtime
“We only have four kids—and two of them ate in college—but somehow
its never just us and the kids,” Jodi says. “There's always at least six (o
eight of us at dinner. We also have a big extended family naarby. Soil's not
unuseal towhip up meals for as many as 3oor 4o people al once.”
After six years ol |_'T|'_||T‘|'!|i'\|‘_'|'| conditions in their 413-square foot kitchen,
the Meffs decided it was time to remodel, and they tumed to kitchen
dhessigner Jodi Caden for help
Caden identified the room’s twn biggest problems—layout and lack of
eraffic

storage. “The kitchen was U-shaped with a peninsula that created ;
bottleneck as people went in and out of the moom,” Caden says, “White
laminate cabinetry was dated and didn’t fit the family's needs. And a small
desk area nearby was a tangled mess of invitations, cell phones, and the
like® It soon became clear that everything had to go, which meant gutting
the entire kitchen and adjoining breakfast nook

Knawing the family's interest in conking for a crowd, Caden created a
space that was both fashionable and functional "1 realized that the Nefls
really needed two of everything to meet their mealtime needs.” Caden says
S0 there are two mictowaves, two wall ovens, two warming drawers, two
dishwashers, and two refrigerators

To keep the kitchen from looking like an appliance store, Caden ereated
a single eolumn of stainless-steel cooking appliances, and she designed
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i the imsland, wien it s Aanked by

custom panel fronts for ather appliances s they blend with surretirid ing
cabinetry, In the comer to the left of the range, a niche above thie counts resps
comcedls small appliances bl keeps them easily accessible

After the layout had been recanfisured for the additional appliances
Caden tocused on cabinetry. Jodi had sriginally wanted black cabinels, but
since the kitchen is on the interior of the home, she was concermed it would
be too dark and opted for white instead, The color scheme stavs simple with
black granite on the perimeter countertops and white granite on the island

I space is dominated by clean lines. A custom curved ranite niche
adds a bit of drama. “Jodi likes the unexspected, which is what led to the
arched niche,” Caden says. “I's a nice sumprise because the rect of the
kitchen is very linear, The cabinets inside the niche cupyve with thie ar Fi e
addl architectural Interest

A stylish blend of form and fanction, the Neffs' kitchen is now sl
Just right and filled with everyt hing they need to he the maost hospitable
family an the block.

“When we had friends and family over 1o celebrate our san's brirthday,
we saw firsthand how great the kirchen works for us.” Jodi savs. “We served
foaed and cake on the island during the evening, And when his friends were
starving at midnight, they whipped up their own late-night snacks. We love
this kitehen.” wee

DOUBLE DUTY

An exlro urd of appllances
rkes s kilchen o crowd
pleaser. Corefully grouping
applionoes ond fiatures keepy
thet work rane wparate from

the sochal aren of the kifchen




Made
to organize
schedu Er:'. ml:je
paperwork, t
desk area has
built-in cabinets
to conceal
clutter.
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1. SEPARATE THE SPACE
Placing a desk area adjarent to but not in the
kitchen works well, because tamily members
working at the desk can participate i

comversations with the cook without getting in the
wiay, Likewise parents at work in the main kitchen
nitor home

ea can quietly m work progress and

nputer use at the desk. >ep :I.I!-'-|I_|'|""'I| E

1 from the kitchen also keeps paper clutter

trom taking over the KiItchor s maln work space

2. PLUG IT IN

ipsignate one drawer to howse multiple cell

phore: 1y er d small electror

Equipy t Twer wit el ra i

makes it ea 13 KBS o ind

elar dbes a tamngdl i { the desktop

3. PLAMN FOR STORAGE

! |'.|I|'-""_!‘:'-I_"_'I- LIFeLs e :.-I e ditterent I" NENSHNS

than typlcal kitchen cabinets. If you plan to use
drawers as filing cabinets or store 2 computes
tower in a cabinet, you may need to have a custom

t designed to the items’ specifications
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{62-89} DELIGHT TN WHITE
Lisa La Naga, ASID. Range— Welf Agiliarce i,

nhting. Flopreitchin—
l-hihmFlm't miudmom —Tie ¥ Design
- Rug—Dashard dbert. Barstools—Trd tans.
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