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Keep heat

in the room
Ductwork is exposed
in the living space,
soenangy isn't st

2 air travels throush
the attic or crawl
space. That helps
allow for a smaller
heating and cooling
systern, and cuts
hills.
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Plug in some

cool bulbs

Recessed lights ane

LEDs, or light-emitting )
diodes, whichuse a O
fraction of the enangy
consurned by standand
bulks. They're cools0

they don't add heat

during alr-conditioning
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Bamboo

beneath you
Flooring includas
cork, bamibon and
Warmohaum, a
linobaurm product
rmacie from inseed
oil All are
considensd
sistainable
products.
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Less-volatile
paint fumes

Paints are low-Y0OC,
which means they
ermit fewer volatile
oIganic compauncs
than standard paints.
That improves indoor
air quality, Some users
cormplain that
IO paints don't
cover or wear as well
a% traditional pants,
bt manufacturers are
making
Irpeosernents.
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Paths to energy efficiency
getting more down to earth

BY ALLEN Roswoon
Hioema Eiice

With apolopies w Eermis if's getting casier o be
“grcen”

Sinme ewners who wamt their homes oo be energy off-
cient and emironsentally friendly find themsebves
aoverwhelmed, Technology | sophistcated. Chosces
soem infindie, and there are pros and s for cvery
product of technigoes touted 38 green = with koud voices
Rile] l":kh ‘.I.II'

But green is a joarney, mi a destination, the expens
sany. WS imnportand is that your're o the path, and tak-
img the flrs siep is as casy s clicking: on 2 Web sk

O sturmibling block has been that there's no single
defimition of what a“from” home is. But there's growing
cormsenst on key poines. Twn niw frreen home corrifi
cation programs offer gaidance, even for owners who

swon't have their homes cerified.

“There is o shsobae for green,” sid Bob Kingery of
Southern Energy Management, a consultant and con-
tractar in Morrsville, “There ane ondy shades of green
and they'ne all pocsd.™

O, if vourre still mtimicated by the concepe of green,
call it something else.

“I don't personally use the word ‘green’ very much, o5
pocially in reference s building,” said MoCayoe Millker
af the M. Sustainable Encrgy Associstion. *1 prefer
“gustaimahility” "

1§ vou'd Hke oo see what olbirs ane doing, what green
hociles bike, that's easicr than ever,

Millers ssoclation hoss the moad Groen Building
B Solar Inengy Tour, In Dcsober, the most recent toar
v mane than 2000 vissors to [25sites

The ssociation will host the Green Pavilion a the
Southern Spring Home aged Garden Show in Charloete
im Febnuary,

Windows:
Simply buy th
best
Windows are
Ererey Star rated.
you're bulding or
remcdeling, the
exparts Sy, buy
the most efficient
weindows you can
affiord, Serirnp
sormiwhere else.

& Online Extras
Check out a
shideshiw ol the
bt at
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