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Move your kitchens and bath-
100ms into the Stone Age

By JEFF SCHNAUFER | CTW/ FEATURES

The green movement has made natural materials ke
stone, conerete mix and even new types of granite
trendier than ever. experts say.

"People want distinctive, one-of-akind, functional
works of art with shapes and textures that appear
organic.” says Barbara Capella Toehr, editor of
www KitchenBathDesign.com. "Natural stone, cast
stone, concrete - these materals fit the bill." Cast stone
sinks preseat the oppertunity to blend stone with
another matertal, Loehr points out.

"Cast stone sinks have an overall unique look," savs
Joshua Johason. president of | Aaron, based outside of
Atlanta. "Everything about them is kind of old world. Tt
brings about a different feel to them. They look like a
kitchen out of 17th century France

Compared t other types of sinks like marhle (which
is limited o whatever colors of marble the piece is cut
out ofy and fire clav (which usually only comes in colors

SINK INTO STONE

like white and hiscuit), cast stone or concrete sinks can
be mixed with different colors.

"The sky is the limit on the color.” says Johnson,
whose farmhouse and vanity sinks run about $2,500,
"We even made one that was pink."

For durability, consider the new e-granite kitchen sink
from Qak Brook, Iil-hased Elkay. While the company's
lifeptood has been stamless steel, requests 10 more SIKS
in 4 solid surface or stone prompted the creation of the
egranite brand, which has the natural look and feel of
stone but is more resilicnt.

"It's made of 83 percent granite silica and can with-
stand heat of up to 336 degrees, which means you can
put 2 hot pot right in the hottom of that sink and it
won't hurt it," says Ann Rottinghaus, marketing commu-
nications manager for the plumbing division at Elkay.

Adds Lochr: 'In the Kitchen, stainless steel is still the
most popular choice for sinks, but granite is now begin-
ning to make inroads because of its durability, and
because people can match their granite countertops.”

Then there is nacural stone, which Lochr says carries
A "wow" factor, especially in the bath and powder room
~ "A drop-n or vessel sink made of natural or cast stone
really makes i design statement and allows people o
express (heir persnmal st and ablo et
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Natural stone sink possibilities include tiose in mar-
ble, travertine, limestone, onyx and stcne mosaic.
Michael Zimber, president and founder of one Forest
in Santa Fe, N.M., says his company's design concept
"came out of the garden and out of the Japanese tradi
tion of bringing the outside in. There’s some thing about
the radiant mass of real stone. 1ts like a urique finger-
print of nature. We're making art pieces that people put
in their bathrooms and kitchens.

'l think as long as we keep creating new and intrigu
ing designs," says Zimber, “the market will react to that
ina positive way."
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