% f

i
|
1 5

EPA Focuses on Lead Content of Imported Faucets
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he Plambing Manufacturers Tnstitatc’s (BMI) Ball Meeting,

Oct, 711, m Arlington, VA, weleomed plumbing indostey
pgrests from Great Britain, Canada and Acstralia, who discissad
their nations’ water comservation efforts. The meeting even fea-
tured @ memorandum of understanding signed b FMI and the
Australia-based Plumbing Froducts Indusiry Group, inwhich the
bw trace associations pledged b share information on educa-
tional, lechnical, scientific, legislative and regulatory matters,

Yk, wvisit from a representative of the U5, Environmental Pro-
tection Agercy {EPAY clearly siznaled that
et everyone 0 the mternational phimb-
ingr commumity is on thie same ape,

“We have reasom (o beliewe that fau-
cets amported from China, and other
tattions, may contain lead in excess of
levels that violate the Safe Drinking
Water Act (S0WA)" said Caroline Her-
mann of EPAs Office of Civil Enforce-
ment. “Testing is golng on now. EPA s
asking LLS, manulacturers to help iden-
tify faucets that may violate SDAWA"

Increasing numbers of imported
products, and of recalts of contaminated
and defective produets from China and
ehewhere, have prompted EFAs focus on lead in faocets, er-
mann said, EPA has adopted NSF 61, Section ¥, as the voluntary
stancard that it applies to both domestic and imported faucets. IF
more than 11 parts per billion of the lesd leaches inta the water
in the 20-day testing period, the faucet violates SIWA, Hermann
Siiel,

EPA is oneof 11 LS, povernmental agencies in an inter-agency
working group that was formed by an executive order July 18 o
conduct & comprehensive review of imporl safely practices and
determine where improvernents can be made, The group planned
to deliver its action plin to the White House in mid-November,

“EPA needs your belp o identify fancets that violate SDAWA"
Hermann told PRI members;

FEPA has created a tip line where people can report viclations:
hittpe! oo, epagovicompliance/complaints/moreinfo buml,

PAMI entitled it reeting “Safeguarding Our Resources” and
several presentations carvied a green building theme, Speakers
From Grent Britain, Canada and Australia said that pulslic educa-
tion is important ko spread the word on water conservation in
thetr countries,

In Great Pritain, for-example; 2006 was a droaght vear while
parts of the country experienced severe tlooding in 20035 and
2007, This has cised consumer confusion, said Yvonne Orgll,
chief executive of the Bathroom Manulacturers Association,

Her proup has launched a water-efficient product-labeling
program for the United Kingdom, which Ciegill called the firse
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Caraline Hermiann, EPA'S Office of Civil Enforce ment
{center; with Gary Cole and Steve Tokarz, co-chairs of
the PMI Falr Tracle Commimae,

step in encouraging consumers o buy into water efficiency,
A comprehensive Wels site and database went live Sept.-| at
wiwwwater-efficiencylabel.org. ulcand Hsts 263 products.

Jason Borque of the Canadian Institute of Plumbing and
Heating said thar Canadinns take water for granted, probably
because the country has the largest per capita freshwiter access
in the waorld. He described Canada's water managerment system
as a fragmented one that forces conservation to tale place at
the geass-roots level vs. national policies and guidelines. Prog-
ress is being made, however,

“Onar mede] National ]'-'1111]1I:|ig15 Code
now has a water efficiency provision,
which isa big change for us” Borque saicl,

In Australia, starting this year, all fan-
cets, toilets, urinals and showers must
camply with the federal Water Efficiency
Labeling and Standards (WELS) pro-
gram, said Tim Fisher on behall of the
Plumbing Produces Industey Group, A
key goal of WELS is to assist conser-
vation efforts by enabling comsumets
toy choose water-efficient products and
encauraging manufacturers to develop
innowvative water-saving technology.

Back in the United States, EPAS Stephanic Tanner gave PMI
miemnbrers a status report on the agency’s WaterSense program,

“Ragarding weater efficiency, we don't have a Lot of consistency
yer,” shie said. “A program like WarerSense needs time in the mar-
ketplace, We've only been labeling products for a few months
o
Separately, PMI announced its 2008 president and new board
members at the fall meeting. PMI members elected Rod Ward,
president of Speakiman Co, Wilmington, DE, as PRI president o
seicceed 2007 PMI President, Ken Martin, director, commencial
of Delta Favcet Cou who will continue o serve as PRI Immediate
Tast Presicent,

The 2008 PAMI board of directors will include Ward as
presicdent; Walt Strader, vice president, engineering/research
and development of Price Plister, as frst vice president;
Lee Mercer, director, product compliance of Moen, Inc., as
second vice president; and William Ball, vice president of
WOM Indusiries, Tnc., as treasurer, New Directors al Lavge
include Jeff Baldwin, engineering manager of T & 5 Brass
and Bronze Worlis, Inc; Fred Fraisse, vice president, sales
of NEQPERL, Inc; Tim Kilbane, national sales munager of
Symmons Industries, Inc. and Stewart Yang, vice president,
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uﬂﬂul‘ililulg Pirectors at Large include Jack Krecek, vice presi-
dent, marketing of Ellay Manufacturing Co. and Stephanie
Leonardos, president and CEO of Armerikan, Tnc. —



