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The Winner’s Circle

Qur inaugural Best in Class Kitchen & Bath Survey guides custom
builders in finding the top brands to use in kitchens and bathrooms.

e 20005 Bt in Class Kiuchen

& Bath Survey rated the high-

est brand awareness, v and

preference of the top builgl-
img industry manufaciurers and their
products. The respondenits word Fan-
domly selecied from the magazine's
readershipand -.:nmp!nr_*d OLIT SUrNey
wvia e-mail between December 2007
and January 2008

Our survey spans the gamut from
cabinets 1o bathroom faucets, Merillal
and Kraftmaid, for cxample. continue
to be top companies custom budiders
ook fior 1o deck out thelr kiuchens and
bathrooms. In the past yeac both com-
panies have redeased upgrades such as
roll-out trays, self-closing hinges and
durable protective finishes. Despite a
smaller share in awareness, Anerican
woodmark. maker of Shenandoah
Cabinetry and Timberlake brands,
ranks just behind Aristokraft in use
and preferende.

Synthetic marble maker Corian and
laminate producer Fommica each share
the same numbsers in awareness and
nearty the same in wuse witliin e pas
months However. it scems installens
prefer o work with Corian in the field,
Engineered stone producer Silestone
though neck-and-neck with use, out-
ranks acrvlic solid surface makers Wil
sonar in preference in the field,

In appliances. it better be stain-
less steel and rapier-sharp. GE carmies
the widest awareness. Whiripool and
Kiichenaid are within hairs of cach
ather in use and preference. SubZero,
while ranking high in awareness,
doesn't see as much love in the pref-
erence category, undoubtadly due 1o
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its higher price points.

Auwtachments, especially ones that
are inftegrated imo the faucet itself, ane
in. Moen, with its Choicellow system,
and Kohler, with its integrated pull-
down options, hald the top spot,
Drelta’s new Diamond water delivery
svstem may help it move up a notch
for next year's survey.

On the bathroom side of the faucet
debate, Kobler camies awareness and use
over its competitons, bul not by much,
Though Kohler ranks higher in use over
the past 18 months, Moen anks a few
percentage points over the Kohler, Wis,
faucel makers in product preference.

Though there is no overall winner
in our survey, it is clear the big names
like Kohler, Moen and GE are a1 a
particular advantage over their com-
petition. CB
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Shown |s Kohler's HiRise deck-mounted pot filler kitchen faucet, Kohler
ranked espocially high in our first Best in Class Kitchen & Bath Survey,




