Another KBIS is in the his-
tory books. Mike Anderson,
Builder [nsider Publisher, and
I had 2 great time walking the
shovw floor and visiting with
our friends in the industry. One
of the best things about the
show was the Fact that we
stayed — af the  Hyaii
MeCormick Place where the
convention was held, very
convenient for busy  press
LUy,

Even hetter we didn't have
toy ke any scary taxi rides os
we did ut the International
Buibders Show hebd in Orlando
in Febouary, Briefly, we had
thiee scary wasi rides that had
conversations with the drivers
sch s “Hey wheres vour
meter and rear view mirroi?”
"Hey, kook out for the curb, are
you okay o drive ! DRIVER,
swaki-up, you're Swerving ko
e other lume!”

And,,Trust dnver” spo-
ke i a Russian accent in a
big black SUV and he very
likely could be x KGB..he
s commented, “Putin s a
great man restoring Russti 1o a
great country of power” He
b taken the wrong exit so we
weren't guite sure what he had
i store for us, Bul we trsted
hirw and we made 1 back 10
our hetel.

Buck 1o KBS, the show
wits higaer fhan ever with
almast one million sguare feet
of extubil space. 20 percent
e Than Tast year aned about
the same as 1BS, Mo
RSVPS™ came m than ever
el over sty thoosand,
aml there were over I

cahibitors, the most cver. All
the hotel rooms reserved for
the show were full.

We were a bit concemed
that the attendance for the
show might be a litfle soft
because of the economic doom
al glhoom reports i the man-
stream  media,  and  the
American  Airlines  iasco.
However, as we walked the
show  floor atendees  and
exhibitors were having the
right kind of problems, a great
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turn ot with booths full of
people wanting to learm more
about everyone's products.

The new product pavilion
was packed with industry pro-
fessionals looking for new
products that will differentiaie
them from the competition.
See the prcures | ook of a few
of the new products that
canght my aftention on page
12

Another thing that struck
Mike and [ was the fact we run

ko "our old  scquaintance
Herbent Kohler as be personal-
ly walked the show floor
checking out the competitor's
prowducts. We hod & shart visit
10 the Elkay booth. We've got-
ten many pciures of Mr K
over the years and he has
always been gracious enough
b bk soimee time 1o visit with
I

Flkav has aome reallv inter.
ceting designs a3 does Danze
und Cierber. We were very

impressed with Jennifer Lee,
the designer of the new line of
Gerber that some of our read-
ers will really like for & mod-
em andior urban look for the
bathreom.

We're excited that our pood
friend Suzie- Williford, VP of
Rales for Kiva Kirchen & Bath
will be the NKBA President
next year. We know she's
excited about next year, and
we know she'll do a fantaste
job us President. It's been a

while since Texas had an
industry professional repre-
senling vs as president of the
NEBA.

Next year KBIS will take
place in Atlanta in ewly May,
Make plans o attend becawse
we anticipate another great
show that wall have even more
new and improved products
that will no douht help our
regders design, draft, build or
remodel  the  best homes

possible,




