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Walls of windows bring

the outdoors into this kitchen
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The low-shing, contemporary homes built
in California in the middle of the last cen-
tury set the precedent tor indoor-outdoor
living in the U8, One example is this 1960
house in Orinda, whose owners have lived
there 43 years. In 1971 they expanded itand
redid the kitchen, But three decades later,
as the garden matured along with their
tastes, they wished for even more transpar-
ency between the kitchen and their tranquil

SEE BUYIMG GUIDE FOR DETAILS
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backyard. Three of the architects they con-
sulted suggested pushing our an exterior
wall—a cost-prohibitive solution, given
earthquake-prone California’s rigerous
building and cngineering codes, But
Berkeley-based designer Fu-Tung Cheng
had other ideas. With a few deft deletions
and additions, he gave them a sparkling
kitchen that seems to float against the preen-
ery, while leaving its basic foorprint intact,
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Cheng, who heads up Cheng Design, 15
known for organic, sculpted lines and a down-
to-earth style—exactly the look the wife was
after. “Twanted more glass this time,” she says.
“I wanted it to be a little edgy and very con-
temporary and kind of Zen.” Cheng gutted
the kitchen and tore out a partition between
it and the dining area, making way for a long,
sleek galley in place of the old U-shaped work-
space. He also extended a wall about two feet
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on the opposite end of the room. “The old
kitchen didn’t have this linear generosity,”
Cheng explains. “Our idea was to stretch
things out.”

Another house-opening move was to
cxpand on the rhythm of existing clerestory
windows. By filling the entire vertical space
between clerestory and countertop with new
windows and adding French doors, Cheng
created a sweeping wall of glass overooking

SEE BUY|NG GUIDE FOR DETAILS
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LEFT: The sole wall
cabinet sports sliding
glass doors that reduce
its visual weight and
allow it to essentially
dizappear into the
surrounding wall,
which is all windows,

OPPOSITE: Instead of
installing a double-
oven range just for the
sake of having more
cooktop, this kitchen
features a separate
grill. The non-oven
space below tha grill
permits extra storage.
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BRIGHT IDEAS

Abundant natural light makss this kitchen incradibly inviting.
Beslgner Fu-Tung Cheng maximized the overell brightness
with lots of gless, matal and clean lines.

# Stesl rods set into the countertop near a gink comprise a
kuilt-in drainboard (balowl, This largely removes any need for
a dish rack, which would clutter up the countartop.

# Concrete and stone countertops (Flaht) have & shean that
helps reflect all that Celifornia sunshina.

& Tha door hardware and wire shalvea of the pull-aut pantry
thalow right) also gleam in the light, but the decision to maks
¢ thesa itemns metal was made primarily for stylistic and esse-
- af-maintenance reasons.

# Tha back of the glass-front wall cabinet is also translucent
© |opposite above laft), giving the box & pleasing glow. The
:  plase-tile sides and front frama eccentuate the effect.

‘& A high-gre polished chrome faucet lopposite below laft)
. addselegance and a bonus glint of brightness,

& A etool is tuckad away in a handy nock (opposite right) next
to the sink, under & single drawer.

—_——— e . the garden. To preserve that view from the
| | | I LEFT: The generous kitchen, he omitted upper wall storage except
= e gap between the for a single linear cabinet clad in reflective
alddan iRl gy glass tiles that hovers above the counter,
and the separatad T 2 !
M0 single-bowl sinks On the galley’s opposite side, an interior
along the outside wall was notched out to allow nataral 1':gh|: E
IR s , AN R to travel into the living room, Sleck, almost ﬁ
R | than one person to e ials b ligh Tand B
o O AEF | opérate in the searless materials bounee light around an %
kitchen comfortably. keep the focus on the outdoors, The stain-

TH RITEOLTNLS & WATHE awurur nntneelieldhame ramilh SEE BUYING GLIDE FOR DETAILS



less steel backsplash segues into a shelf and
2 box holding the microwave, and Cheng
used his trademark concrete towrap two end
walls and part of the countertops, For the
wife, who deseribes herself as "neurotically
neat,” purging unused possessions to gain
aarden views was well worth it. "The open-
ness is fabulous,” she says, "It malees this pare
of the house seem bigger” »

¢ I wanted it to be
a little edgy,
very contemporary

and kind of Zen. 22
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Resources

Buying Guide

Vintage Advantage
Pages 58-63:

Architect, Lise Claiborne Matthews,
Contractor, R&R Construction.
Refrigerator and freezer, Sub-Zara.
Range, Viking. Microwave, KitchenAid.
Dishwasher, Bosch. Sinks, Kohler.
Faucets, Chicago Faucets. Cabinet
pulls, Alno. Hanging pendant lamps,
Gearge Melson.

Easy and Breezy
Pages 64-69;

Architect and cabinets/fsland,
Stephen Aoberts Holt. Contractor

and countertops, Evans Construction.
Kitchen design, Kochman Reldt Haigh,
Stood, R 20th Century,

A Glass Act
Pages 68-73:

Designer, Fu-Tung Chang_, Cheng Design
& Construction, Inc. Structural engineer,

Rl T St (o st oo, I I

Calin Smith, Smith Enginesring &
Development Co. Contractor, Blake
Gilmeare General Contractor, Owen and
range, Viking. Range hood, Tharmador.
Refrigerator, Sub-Zero. Dishwasher,
Miele. Microwave, Sharp. Sinks, Elkay.
Faueet and soap dispenser, Grohe.
Instant hot water dispenser, Franka.
Cable lighting, Tech Lighting. Glass tile
{on cabinet}, Ann Sacks. Countertops,
Geocrete by Cheng Design,

Opening Up
Pages 74-81:

and Granite. Wood-fired oven,
Earthstone. Wood elevator, WE
Fowler. Refrigerator, double owven,
gas cooktop, warming drawer and
dishwasher, KitchenAid, Faucet, sink,
pot-filler and cork flooring, Luxury
Home Products. Custom vertical pot
racks and tools for wood-fired oven,
Jon Taylor, Taylor lron Works.

Designer, Deborah Krasner, CCF,
Kitchens for Cooks, Cabinetry/

island finishing. Stefan Wilhelm,

St. Marting Lang, Cabinet hardware
and pendant light fixtures, Hafele,
Recessed lighting, Halo. Wall and
woodwaork paint, Fine Paints of Europe.
Countertops, Yermaont Soapstone,
Marble lon island), Johnson Markle

BREAKING!
i

Breaking Out

Pages 82-89:

Architect, Heather Trossman
Architecture & Planning. Designer,

Barbara Wolfe Interior Design.
Contractor, Pete Moffat Construction.
Sheet metal countertops and
backsplashes, Mace Bollens, De Vincenzi
Architectural Sheet Metal. Concrete
eountertops, Buddy Rhades Concrate
Froducts. Stainless steel cabinet pulfls
and backsplash accessory holder,
Hafela, Sinks, Blanco. Faucets, Grohe,
Refrigerator, Sub-Zero. Cooktop, DCS
by Fisher & Paykel. Wall ovens, Miele.

Kitchens Alfresco

Pages 80-97:

Pages 90-91: Conceptual drawing,
Matthew Davich, Alfresco Creations.
Contractor, lesse De La O, De La O
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