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Happy
days

Marmoleum surfaces, subway
tiles and traditional booth
seats enhance the fifties diner
look of this family kitchen

Many homeowners request a restaurant-guality
kitchen, but not a0 many want bo necreate a fifties
diner. Bul that is precisely what the owner of this
new kitchern wanted, say architects Emily Little
and Paul Clayton of Emily Little Architects.

“The owner liked the idea of a kitchen for a
short-order conk - a place where she could provide
diner-style service for the family” savas Little,

The new kitchen was part of an extensive
remadeling pragram that ceeated a large family
home from two former duplexes, As the kitchen
oocupies the original parage space, there was plenty
of depth to provide a series of separate work and
seating areas. These include a traditional dining
booth with bench seats, a curved bar, pantry; and
separate food preparation area — similar to the
back-of-house faciliies in a reataurant.

The materials, notably the stainless steel coun-
tertops, white subway files and the Marmoleum
floor, table and bar tops, also reference the fifties
diner concept.

"For this project, we specified dark orange
Mlarmolewm inset with yellow circles,” says Little,
"ive wanbed to create a fun atmasphere — this isa
very lively family kitchen. The simple geometric
elements repeat & theme that appears elsewhere in
the house.”

Little says Marmoleumn was alse specified
for its environmental statis, as it 35 a natural
linseed-oil Tased product with no off-gassing.

Another influence in the design and materi-
ala was the owner’s interest in Japanese culture,
Simple maple cabinetry features in the main
kitchen area, while a Japanese tansu-style cabitwet
in front of the staies has rift-sawn, book-matched
white oak doors.

Owverhead display cabinets have orange-painted
interiors, reminiscent of a Japanese lacguer box.
Agnin, these were designed to enliven the kitchen.
Similarly, colorful doors on a microwave cahinet
repeat the colors of the walls and furniture, further
enhancing the whimsical look.
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Ledt: Ordars plaase - a colorul
dining booth reflects the
fifties daner influsnce on

this new family kitchen. The
kitchen incarparates seweral
waorkstatbons, Including &
faad praparation area that
functions just like a back-of-
house cataring lacility.

Above: lluminatec, orange-
painted cabinet interiors
further enhance the kitchan's
livaly losk.
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Archiitect: Enily Litle

Farerewts: Graba
Water dispensar |ads-
Range and wvartiladion:

Stary by Colesrt Howkes
FPhatography by
Thomaes McConrof!

Focing page fog: The window
=8t ICorporates a Japanise
lattion serann, which conceals
o zmel dog konaol,

Factng prge fowar, and

lIaft: A lorge cabinet in fromt
of the door funetions ns a
launch pad — & placa for the
childran’s shops, backpacks
and messages. In keoping
writh th fifties look, the tabie
1og has @ s1ginless steal edge
with rounded corners,
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KITCHEN

Well connected

By creating visual and physical pathways between spaces
= and through the repeated use of a linear motif — this
kitchen becomes a central node to its adjoining rooms

$10.95
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From the outside, a design
that is aesthetically pleasing
miy soem ecoesaiul, However,
ceeating  fow  of  movemnent
ard commections bebwesn exter-
nal and internal spaces is just
as :imp-::a'tﬂ:‘.l: hH] g\-;;-od Tooks,
Constructing pathways fos
J!Ehl: and [.n-x:F]l: b travel, as
well as facilitating the enjoy-
mment of vhaws, wers the poals of
duﬁi@r_'r Richard Landon when
planning this kitchen, Landon




says the existing room, which
adjoined the family and dining
mms, was an awkward stz

“The original footprint
of the kitchen did not pro-
vide enough width for an
island, which the homeown-
ers had requested, Opposite
thir kitchen in the family mom
it set of French doors caused
some problems in terms of
fumniture placement.”

By replacing the French

with  windows  and
installing a new single doar,

doors

better  furniture  placement
and easter Aow of movement
is obtained.

“This allowed for a penin-
sula to angle out into the fam-
ily room, providing seating
and enough clearance for a
fonyger island. MNow the home-
owiners can st at the counter
and greet visitors arriving at
the fromt door,” savs Landon.

An ornate sideboard, which
crowded the dining table, was
relocated to the main entry hall
leading to the family moom.

“To keep the sideboard vis-
ible, we opened up the wall
between the hall and the din-
ing room,"” says the designer

In place of the sideboard
is a double-sided cabinet. In
the kitchen, this consists of a
cavity for the refrigerator and
ovens, which allows more

Those pages: This kitchen is closeky
linked to the adjolnad family and
dining rooms, through an open
doorvway to te dining roem and 2
peninaula santing area that ertnids
into the family room. Countertops
are gtainless steal In tha work spacs
and a mipre comfortable zelreweod
in the seating area. The lsland
countertop is tough Pyrolove.
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Above: The island is designed to
add & sense of femininity to the
linear natura af the kitchan, The
lag resemble stiletto heels, and
the drawers feature dalicats pull
handles. Adding to this offedt is
the gentle curve of tha range hood.
The oversized drawers fantura
larger central dranver to amphasize
the harizontal, in contrast to the
rapaated vartical lines. Toaokick
dravwars add axtra storage space. Tha
sink is custom made with & sunken
drainboard to hide dishes.

32

width for the island, On the
dining side, an internally it
cabinet displayvs glassware.
Above this cabinet, a slice
of the wall has baen left open.
This allows for a view of the
chandelier in the dining room,
adding atmosphere at night.
It also enables sunlight to be
shared between the two rooms,
says Landaon.
“Sunlight from two different
directions is proven to lift your

Sawa this artichs L myTrends online porifolio @2 Trandskieas.com/po/iE7 64
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maod, To accomplish this, and
te allow for a taller homeowner
tex see the outside view, the tops
of the kitchen windows have
been paised inba the rim joist of
the floor above,”

Echoing the true  beam
betwesn the family room and
kitchen, & decorative beam
has been added in the dining
entrance. Landaon savs that small
details such as thia help to subdtly
connect the house as a whole.

"There is a prid pattern that
can be seen in the windows.
This is repeated throughout the
kitchen — in the limestone tile
Mocring and in the design of the
cabinet drawers,” he sava,

A linear pattern iz also
repeated in the zebrawood
island, peninsula and cabi-
nets, and in the reed glass wall
covering. To aoften the look of
these vertical lines, the draw-
era have a beveled edge.
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Tap! Abawe: An intornally it cabinet
Tentures o4 o display spoce for
plnasware,

Alpove: The basement below had no
nabural lght smerce, so gisss blecks
wenre intagrated into the lamily raam
Noor. French doors wers ieplaced

by two windews and a singla daar,
nBowlrng Tor an Lashapad sating
areii, and lenving a apacious pathway
through the roam. The color palette
i @l theas rooms is chosen to reflect
tha Seatthe smvironemant
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