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| Designer Heather Van Luchene and architect
James Horn create a small house that blends
traditional style with contemporary ideas

photegraphy by Matthaw Millmen et Laura Mag

tothe liwving

an Luschane placad
with Hrawvet
n, B Chad Manisy
sianed Iow table, an armchair
Ffrom Mitchell Goid + Bab
s and an Ookegard rog.
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SMALL HOUWEE
is like a purzle you piece together and every
part has Lo At tightly and neathy,"” says Heather Van
Luchene, who created the interiors for her 2,650-
sinare-fioat residenoe in Santa Pe, Rlew Mexioo, The
designer redovated o the Southwest with her hustand,
Anucdrew, slomost five years apo. “We came from New
Yook, she says, “s0 we're used o small spaces.”

Inapired in part by the traditional-meets-
contemporary archilecture style that James Hom, of
Spears Architeos, creaed for the Tarman Foundation
(Wetem Interiors & Dsign, SepremnbersCotober 20057,
Wan Tuchene commissioned Hotn o raging 3 siml-
lar aesthetic for ber hoves, *T leel sirangly that yon
have o micve forward " says Hom, "kt yon should
respect and support the past.” For both the architec
and the designer, that meant grounding the houss in
thee Mew bdexican Tondscape, The wpography of the
site infiorrred the foatpring of the hoose, which is sit-
watert on a slender ridge. "The house hecame 3 koog,
lirear stracsume that sort of bends i the midedle,” zavs
Horn Te custamize the coloe of the cementitious
stuceo, he collecred sofl and plant 1ife from the st
and stuclied the pigments so that the exterior ol the
residence would augreent dhe wones of s surround.
“That's lieew e pueblo-sivle readivion originared,”
saws Van Iochene, "Tr's respectful of the landsape ™

“Tused large expanses of glass and chose alumi-
num storetront frames for windows and exterior
dooes,” says Horn. There are T-shaped windows
andl wrindeanas that are imexpectedly near the foar,
T like umorthodox openings,” he explains, “When
they're close w e grounsd, you can see the grasses,
the rain come dewn or a different play of light”
Cantllevers are another example of Hom's congem-
porary hand ar play. "The entrance cancpy i & car-
tilever and has stainless-stee] panels,” he says

Hern and ¥an Luchene worked together to
miake the small roams feel larger. “James wisually
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clackwiss fram right In the hvng raom,
achair dasignad by Charlas and Ray
Earmed is rear a large wincow with
Al Storefront framirg and a
tire surraiind that feabures aniche
stacked with wood, A moded of the
house hangsin the entry abowe
acantileverad walnut shelf desianed
by Horn, "The houge i a kang, skinny
structure that sits on a very slender
ricdge,” says Heather Wan Luchena.
W wantecd it to mald into the ridge.”
A collage by Andrew Van Luchens
hangs sbove a low-tying rectangular
wirch in the hallwary

extended all of the spaces by adding outdoor gar-
den areas to vach room,” says the designer. ¥an
Luchene plaved minimal [uenishings wo promare
spacicusness, T wanted the landscape 1o read as
the focns,” she says, She selected classic, clean-
lined furniture designs rather than more croaie
pieces. “The dining table and chaies have been in
mv Luntly,” she notes, “They're vintage Danish
Mindern. T love the corves of the chairs.”

The dining area blends into the living space,
where a stulptural chale designed by Charles and
Fay Bames and a Chad Manley flower-shaped
lever cahle with a round cherrywood top and a
curved stel base are offeer by a boxy teak sofa
upholstered with Keaver waven coton, The plas-
per fire surronnd has a cantilevered colared-con-
crete shelf and a niche for stacked wood. “The
niche is tied to pueblo style and the vernacolar
of the region,” Hom explalns.

The kitchen is small, bae it's not tight. Tt has
pverything we need,” Van Luchene says, The
fberboard cabinetry is varnished and pained an
clfwhite calor, “Tr's 4 very newral paletie,” she
explains. "The interior wall colors are a wanm white
that's like a canvas for the landscape, Then: ane somes
warrn greys in the Qoor le and [0 the concree
coiniters, The offwhite just kind of fades away, and
o see the outdoors through the windoees.”

¥an Luchene believes you have o consider
that each space o a gmall hovse can be mulii-
purpose. Her residence has tern long hallways,
ane of which serves both as circulation and as
part of the master suite, her office, the library and
storage. The designer also believes thar you usnally
need bess space than you chink you do. “The hed-
rofims in our house are precty ny,” she says,
"But when you lie in bed and look o the win
o, you can see all the way o Colorada. You
dlan’t feel like you're in a small space.”” «+







C‘ s a

very neutral
raletie.”

Van Luchene
explains.
“The interior
wall colors are
a warm white
that’s like a
sanvas for the
landscape.”

"The whole building is
wrapped with berraces
that expand the space”
says Horn, IS 8 way
of making the rooms
seam larger,” adds Van
Luchane, “This house
was definitaly about
editing—It was about
how little | could get
away with while still
making it all waork"







Santa Fe
styie update

DESIGN

DETAILS

A cantilevared walnut vanity, &
concrete countar and limestone
flogring are in the master bath.
The favicets are by Ellkay, the
 troughsinkis from
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I'HE ARCHITECT

Santa Fe-based interior
designer Heather Yan
Luchene and James
Hoen, of Spears
Architecis, alsa locatbed

i Santa Pe, "W took it

upen sursebes to

reinterpret Santa Fe siyle
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way,” says Van Luchene

SOUTHWEST MODERN
"It’s krnportant toe
lisien o n-.gi-::-ls.ﬂ
dernands and the
eovironment eves
when you're doing
cutring-edge

th irlg':.." xa:.-‘.ill-::am.
whi selecred
onstom-colored
stueres that echored
the tones of the

landscapse for the
exterior, The
-J.II.'IIi.lHL'l '.lelrdﬁh.!ii
the stucco—which
references raditional
adobe—with large
expanses of glass,
aluminum and sesl,
inchading a sainless-
!.'.'.":'I I:'.:I1'.-€'||1:r' that
cantilevers alsove
thee frens door flefiy



FLOOR PLAN | Ridge-top Houss in ZanteFe

1 Entry 6 Master ecloom
2 Hallways 7 ™aster bhath

3 Hitchen B Bedroom

4 Dinirg arca 4 Hath

5 Lwing arca 10 Terraces
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