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Hot ideas for water

Dear Jim: We drink quite a
bit of hot tea at our home
year-round. I now keep a
small electrie pot of water
hot all day. Would it be
more energy eificient to in-
stall a sink-type hot water

dispensger?

- Loy £
Dear Lorl: Keeping
a small electric pol of
water hot all day is
not the most energy
elficient method for
making tea. During
the winter, the heat
lost from the pot
helps to heat the
house, but the elec-
tric resistance ele-
ment 15 expensive Lo
operate.

During the summer

this pot of hot water is a triple
loss. First, it uses electricity to
heat the water. Second, your air
conditioner musl run more W
remove this heat from the
hoaase, Third, the hot water
gives of [ humidity to the room
which makes the air condi-
tiomer run even longer,

A sink-mounted hot water
dispenset is a much more effi-
cient method to get hot water
instantly for tea or colfee,

There also are many other
uses for the instant hot water
such as warming baby food,
cleaning cheese or butter off a
knife, etc. Bunning a little hot
water over a new jar often

makes it casier o
v break open the seal

on Uhe lid.

A hot water
i dispenser is
different from -
an instant
water heater

which heats

the cold water
a4 il is used. In-
stead, a hot
weater dispenser
has a small,
highly insu-
lated hot water
tank under the

countertop, In effect, it is an ef
ficient mini-water heater in the
kitchen. With its insulated tank,
very little heat is lost to the
kitchen so less electricity is
consurmed.

A typical hot water dispenser
can heat enough hot water for
about 50 cups each hour, This
is more than most families will
ever use, For better tasting
waler, some models include op-
tional water filters. Another op-
tion i= a countertop model
which uses botiled water and it
may also include a chiller for
cold water.

You should be able bo install

a hot water dispenser yourself
hecause it operates on just stan-
dard 120volt electricity. The
most difficult part of the instal-
lation process is making a new
hole in the countertop. Depend-
ing upon your needs, the water
temperature can usually be set
hetween 140 and 190 degrees.,

The lower temperature 2et-
tings are ideal for cleaning
tasks.

Tf you have children whe can
reach the hot water dispenser
handle, select a model with a
child resistant push button, A
typical design requires a H-de-
gree turn of the button to
switch it from the locked-off po-
sition. Even 140-degree water
can scald skin in seconds, so al-
ways lock it

Hot water can leach lead
from pipe solder joints, so all
the water paths in hot water

dispensers are lead-free. When
steaming rice or boiling vegeta-
bles on the stove, it is safe 1o
start with heated watér from
the dispenser. This will save en-
ergy overall.

The following companies
offer hot water dispensers:

Anaheim Manufacturing
(A00) 854-3229

wrw.anaheimmig.com

Torrsan

warw,elkay com

Franke
(RO 6265771
wearw frankeksd com

In-Sink-Erator
(H00) 5585700

www.insinlkeraior.com

Tri Palm International
(B0 646-2747
www,oasiswatercoolers, com.

Dear Jim: I called two win-
dow companies to check my
old windows for possible re-
pairs or to give me a quote
on new ones. They charge
£400 to come out, but they
will refund it if I buy win-
dows. Is this normal?
- Fiekid 5.
Dear Vicki: With today's slow-
ing business environment, | am
surprised to hear any company
wotld charge you Lo give a quo-
~ tation on installing replacement
windows, Perhaps they thought
is was just a service call.

Call several more window
contractors and tell them you
wanl quotes on new windows
and alao on repairs. [ am sure
many will come out for free. Do
some research ahead so they
cannot push you needlessly
into new windows when the old
anes can be repaired.

Sowd imgueiries fo fomes Ll
lew, Newspaper Name, 5906 Ko
adgreen L, Cincimnati, OF
L5244 or vt wwnrnn dalloe com.
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