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Postmodern Green

David Webber of Webber + Studio teamed with Trinity Builders to produce a small, postmodern
style remodel that netted a Five Star green rating from the Austin Green Building Program

By Pacrich L. O%TFoale
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copscons od o these modernists,
T, nezndy 100 vees adier many
of these comeepes were Firs con-
aened, the elerments of modermismn
Jusve becoeme baleed into dhe ver-
nzcular of thousands of architeces,
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new clernents hizs beoome an esials
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In rerms of the massing,
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the urban core,

“Clar T'||.r|1|:5|nl Wils 'Wh}-' noc

design something char signili
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Five-Star green
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seckion of Austin see things is ore
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PECIFIED PRODUCTS
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dimg: Cypress liegional malerial)
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ing, which was installed in a fashion

Upstairs in the addition, 2 master bath
and badroom combination offae the
privazy and comfort of the origisal
coltage in front, Watar-saving i lres
and green matgrials abomnd,

o allosy ool e {nmiﬂg froun
within the home or fom ousicle

of it to aquickly wick away Trom the
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in part with a kiver of steel roofing
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Well before there was LEED
for HMommes, or che NAHB Green
Hl.‘liltling{.:l.lidullnr.:\. o thie MALT
and MAHB green profisional cer
tificarion programs., chere was a col-
lection of local or regional, mostly
voluntary, green building pro-
grams, The poagranns in Portkand,
Crre., and Colorade stamd ot but
The Austin Freray Green Busilling
Program was the firsg, and i is
tE'.ItJllt;hl. by nany to be the most
comprehensive. The rting spstem
awards one 1o five stars based on
proints generated for adherence to
dozens of optional green and sus
tainable attgibures. This remiedeling,
project achioved a five-sar rarng ag
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is 140 SEER o preater, and more,
Bue 2 much higher degree of rigor
is recpuieed 1o achivwe the remaining
four sears.

Extra point are availible in
the areas of sive selection, home
desipn, constroction and wasie
mamagement, building seructure
and enclosure. thermal and meis-
e control, plambing appliances
and mechanical seleccions, All
wold this projece was avearded 165
tocal poimts. Anyehing over 150 is
enough o gamer live scars under
the progrim, Webber anribunes
the winning of a five-siar rating
1o che homecamer’s commitment
10 support che muany options
required. Bur 2 good bit ol'it goes
back w a deep interest, in a geeky
decailed way, on the part of the
archieecr and conrracror w sec
tha all of the possible green fea-
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“The thing aboat green remod-
eling an sustainabilive s thar a ler
o it F et very glamorons, Bost
of it is very boring. There is a loc of
wechnical sl that architecrs and
construcrion nerds wslly ger ine,”

says Websher, “lor L'meFrL', we o
engineerad wood, As fong as it doe:
oot have formaldelyde-based ghoes
wee just Jowe them Decanse they are
aeipht, They are clean, Therss
noc 2 bor of wasee, o we use them
evervwhen: in our projeces”
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Webber s kess concerned abenn
possible moving in the wiong
direction on groen. Le encourages
otlsers oo junnp in and thar over the
lonp-teron, prograrms that call for a
decent amount of green rigor, like
thie one in Auvstin, will winsacely
{indd WAYE W gy oF ngl.u:lup Ici-
procity with che emeiging national
RTINS,

W were: doing green building
as li]ml;_rlhll'u||rl,' andl as resource-
efficient as we could belore we ever
thoughe of calling them preen,” say:
Wehber. “Ir gocs w the poing thar
the overal] goal is o be canchul and
theughelul abour the win we build,
amd it o are, you are probably
already involved in preen and sus-
cainalde building” | QR
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